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Overview

The Pasteur Foundation Asia aims at raising
awareness on the burden of infectious diseases and
enhance health by supporting innovative programs
of scientific excellence and the recruit of new
talent to foster the next generation of scientists in
Hong Kong, and through Hong Kong to China,
Asia and other parts of the world.
The Pasteur Foundation Asia is a charitable
organization established in 2017. The Foundation
is governed by the Council, which comprises
leaders from the business and scientific
community who contribute their time voluntarily.

Mission
To inspire and support research, teaching, and public
health initiatives of the HKU-Pasteur Research Pole for
the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases in
Hong Kong, China, Asia and other parts of the world.
To support and assist the activities of the Institut
Pasteur and the Institut Pasteur International Network
to mitigate the impact of infectious diseases and
enhance global health.
To promote the Foundation among research institutes,
professional societies and the medical-scientific
community in Hong Kong, China and across Asia by
making known the objectives, actions and achievements of
the Foundation and its continuing worldwide engagements.
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Chairman’s message

Mr. Leo Kung Ling-chen
BBS, JP
Chairman of the Council
Pasteur Foundation Asia

“With the continual globalization, I would
emphasize the need for expanding and
investing in the research on virology with a
view to mitigating risks hazardous to health
and improving health situations locally and
world-wide. History has proven that we must
continuously develop effective cures for
known and potential diseases based on past
experiences; be vigilant in preventing
outbreak of epidemic and able to take fast
corrective actions if and when epidemic
occurs.
I am hopeful that the Pasteur Foundation
Asia will be able to contribute its reasonable
share not only for the benefits of people
living in Hong Kong but also neighbouring
countries and ultimately world-wide.”

The Institut Pasteur
Founded in 1887 by Louis
Pasteur, the Institut
Pasteur is a leading
international research
institute based in Paris,
France.
The Institut Pasteur is a
private, non-profit
foundation whose mission
is to help prevent and
treat diseases, mainly
those of infectious origin,
through biomedical
research, teaching, and
public health initiatives.
https://www.pasteur.fr/en

Core values: Factsheet
● 10 Nobel Laureates since its foundation, 30 international
awards in 2015
● Acknowledged as one of the world's most innovative
research institutions by Thomson-Reuters Top 25 ranking
● Translating inventions and discoveries from the lab to
the bedside: the Institut Pasteur is in the top 10 worldwide
in terms of patent revenue generation.
● Identification of new prevention, diagnostic and
therapeutic strategies for Malaria, HIV, Tuberculosis,
Dengue, Zika, Alzheimer’s Disease, Autism…
● Rapid response to health crises: flu, Zika, Ebola
(establishment of the Institut Pasteur of Guinea), MERS,
Dengue, Yellow fever…
● Local commitment: Reference laboratories and
collaborating centers for the WHO in the network
● Each year, over 900 students, young scientists and health
professionals from over 60 countries are trained in one
of the 48 courses taught at the Institut Pasteur in Paris or in
the Institut Pasteur International Network.
● Each year over 600 undergraduate, Master’s and PhD
students are welcomed by the laboratories of the Institut
Pasteur campus.
● The Institut Pasteur is supported by a community of
almost 200,000 individual donors and benefactors

An international network committed to
advancing science, medicine and public health
The Institut Pasteur pioneered the concept of global health by
establishing the first site of the Institut Pasteur International
Network in 1891. The Institut Pasteur International Network has
since become a unique model for health cooperation that brings
together a human and scientific community engaged at both local
and international level to tackle current health priorities.

33 institutes
26 countries
23,000 staff
members
19
WHOcollaborating
centres
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/international-en

“One Health”

●

A knowledge-based network promoting activities encompassing research, public
health, education, innovation and knowledge transfer

●

Support to the populations that are most vulnerable

●

Local capacity building and sustainable development.

At a glance: highlights in Asia-Pacific
October 2016
Rabies surveillance: the Institut
Pasteur runs the only vaccination
center in Cambodia.
The Institut Pasteur in Ho Chi
Minh City identifies 17 cases of
Zika virus infections.
Hong Kong and Ho Chi Minh
City organize a workshop on
modeling infectious diseases
dynamics for better public health
decisions drawing hundreds of
applications.
The Institut Pasteur International
Network recruits new talent and
opens positions for group
leaders.

March 2016
Zika and microcephaly:
researchers from the Institut
Pasteur and colleagues from
Polynesia show a causal link for
the first time.

November 2015
Scientists from the Institut Pasteur
prove that asymptomatic people
infected by dengue virus can
actually infect mosquitoes that
bite them, helping the disease to
spread.

November 2016
Cambodia: Identification of a
molecular marker to identify
malaria parasites resistant to the
latest generation of antimalarial
treatments .
Korea licenses out a hepatitis C
virus pre-clinical candidate.

May 2016
Institut Pasteur International
Network Regional Meeting in
Shanghai to define new projects on
cancers caused by viral infections.

February 2016
Hong Kong: identification of a new
target to combat influenza with
key cellular enzymes.

January 2016
Shanghai: novel function of cellular
factor regulating HIV replication.

October 2015
Institut Pasteur International
Network: scientific symposium on
“Global Health and One Health”.

An interdisciplinary intervention
the ECOMORE project
ECOnomic development, ECOsystem
MOdifications, and emerging infectious diseases
Risk Evaluation
Ecosystems are noticeably affected by the rapid economic
development of this region with significant impacts for the local
population. Therefore, it is critical to provide tools and experimental
evidence to document health risks and minimize their impact for the
populations.
The ECOMORE project was implemented to develop efficient
surveillance and control strategies.
The project gathers 5 partner countries: the Philippines, Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar and Vietnam, including 3 Pasteur institutes.
The ECOMORE project is based on 3 types of intervention:
● Capacity building for participating laboratories,
● Support for public policies in the area of intervention defined for each country,
● Networking and sharing methodologies and information at the regional level.
The first phase of this project was launched in 2013 and will run until 2020.

http://www.ecomore.org/home.html

HKU-Pasteur Research Pole
The HKU-Pasteur Research Pole (HKU-PRP) was formed as a joint
laboratory by the University of Hong Kong and the Institut Pasteur
in 1999.
HKU-PRP was integrated into the School of Public Health of the Li
Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine of the University of Hong Kong in
2013.
HKU-PRP goal is to generate biological knowledge to better
understand and treat infectious diseases by bringing together
scientists with an interdisciplinary mind.

Professor Christian Bréchot Professor Gabriel Leung
Former president, Institut Pasteur
Paris, France

Dean, LKS Faculty of Medicine
The University of Hong Kong

Professor Malik Peiris

Professor Roberto Bruzzone

Co-Director – HKU-PRP
The University of Hong Kong

Co-Director – HKU-PRP
The University of Hong Kong

Which diseases are being investigated?
Hong Kong is a travel-hub situated at an epicenter of
zoonotic diseases of pandemic potential. Scientists at
HKU-PRP are implementing innovative research
programs to confront the challenges posed by viral
infections and promote a “One-Health” approach to the
understanding of infectious diseases.

HKU-Pasteur Research Pole
A strategic location to be at the forefront of an early
warning and response to emerging diseases threats.
A research strategy to generate biological knowledge to
confront the challenges posed by viral infections.

Three key questions
How do viruses infect us?
What makes a microbe pathogenic?
How do pathogens withstand our defenses?
Understanding basic mechanisms of virus biology to
discover new “druggable” targets and provide
solutions to mitigate the impact of infectious diseases.
Improving global health through research

Influenza is a major threat to global public health. HKUPRP’s work aims at understanding the viral, host and
environmental determinants of influenza virus transmission
and pathogenesis.
Two novel coronaviruses have caused outbreaks threatening
global health security: first SARS, then Middle East respiratory
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV). HKU-PRP is
investigating the prevalence of MERS-CoV infection to monitor
virus spread and evolution.

Each year ~50 million of new dengue cases, With further climate
changes affecting the ecology of the mosquito vector, HKU-PRP
is pursuing an original approach to reveal the mechanisms of viral
pathogenesis.

HKU-PRP is also developing research projects on the
mosquito-borne, Zika virus, using a comprehensive
proteomics-based approach that can pave the way to the
identification of cellular targets for therapeutic compounds.

Who is working at
HKU-Pasteur Research Pole?
HKU-PRP is co-directed by Malik Peiris and Roberto
Bruzzone. Its vision is to generate biological knowledge
to better understand and treat infectious diseases.
Four research teams engaged in the global responses to
MERS, Zika and Ebola viruses, committed to improve our
understanding of these devastating diseases.
Molecular and Cell Biology
Immunology and Vaccines

The added value of
HKU-Pasteur Research Pole
HKU-PRP provides superb opportunities and
support for outstanding young scientists to
achieve excellence in fundamental research and its
applications.

An interdisciplinary approach
A common space for shared technology,
expertise, and resources to facilitate access to
innovations in Hong Kong and across the region.
HKU-PRP is the Asian hub of the Pasteur Centre for

Global Health, Research and Education.
https://research.pasteur.fr/en/center/cgh/

Virology and Clinical Investigation
Surveillance and diagnostic tests
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Disseminate knowledge & improve
global health through education
Innovation: HKU-PRP has pioneered in Hong Kong the

Virology (since 2004)

organization of advanced Master Classes. Since their creation,
over 700 students from all over the world have been trained.

Immunology (since 2008)

Adaptation: Introducing training in novel disciplines that
will empower young scientists, clinicians, technical staff and
public health officials to keep pace with fast-evolving scientific
methods.

Cell Biology (since 2009)
Public Health
(since 2012 in Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam)

Long-term goals: Prepare the new generation of scientists
who will be at the forefront of biomedical and public health
research in countries facing different priorities and challenges.
An innovative teaching approach that has become the
benchmark in Hong Kong and the region
An international faculty of leading scientists, including
several Nobel Prize winners

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Low registration fees to bring together students coming
from countries with markedly different resources
HKU-Pasteur Course Series promote awareness of the
inequalities in resource allocations and the fundamental Pasteurian
values that science belongs to mankind and can be shared with
altruism.

Research
Training
Common
Scientific
Culture

Scientific
Quality
Sustainable
Research
Management

A virtuous circle for the betterment of scientific research

HKU-PRP timeline: Highlights

Following the SARS
outbreak, development of
a vaccine candidate.

A new , safe
serological
test for
avian flu.

2003
Foundation
of HKU-PRP

1999

HKU-PRP coordinates
RESPARI, a regional project of the
Institut Pasteur International
Network in response to the avian
flu threat.

Clinical studies on the
dengue outbreak with
the First Affiliated
Hospital of Guangzhou
Medical University.

2006
2004

A new assay to
monitor the spread of
Ebola virus.
Identification of a
novel mechanism of
Dengue virus life
cycle.

2014
2013

HKU-PRP joins the
School of Public
Health, HKU and
recruits a new Group
Leader.
Investigations on the
MERS-Coronavirus.

2017
2015

HKU and the
Institut
Pasteur
renew their
partnership
with 10-year
agreement

Recruitment of a new Group Leader to
develop new vaccination strategies.
Group Leader receives Most Promising
Young Researcher Award from Hong
Kong Food and Health Bureau for work
on flu.

The Pasteur Foundation Asia’s
Future Plans
Maintain and enhance Hong Kong’s worldleading status in research and education
Develop knowledge management,
exchange and transfer with the Institut
Pasteur and the Institut Pasteur International
Network
Promote the implementation of the Institut
Pasteur “Global-Health” agenda
Support regional development to expand
knowledge across borders

The Pasteur Foundation Asia’s
Future Plans

Support excellence in research to
allow identification of pathogens of
potential risk to humans and a
molecular understanding of their
pathogenesis.
Develop training in novel disciplines
to educate the next generation of
world-class researchers and global
health leaders.

The Pasteur Foundation Asia’s
Future Plans

Support the emergence of a large
community of talented students
researchers and teachers from all
over the world with the skills to
confront the challenges posed by
diseases.
Support innovative programs that
allow engaging the public and
promote scientific culture.

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Enhance global public health

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
teaching and training programs
Enhance global public health

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
Enhance global public health teaching and training programs

Recruit new talents to
support excellence
in research to identify
pathogens posing a
great threat to health

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
Enhance global public health teaching and training programs

Recruit new talents to support
excellence in research to
identify pathogens posing a
great threat to health

Develop innovative educational activities
to train the next generation of world-class
researchers and global health leaders

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
Enhance global public health teaching and training programs

Recruit new talents to support
excellence in research to
identify pathogens posing a
great threat to health

Find cures to treat emerging
infectious diseases such as
MERS, SARS, ZIKA, Dengue….

Develop innovative educational activities
to train the next generation of world-class
researchers and global health leaders

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
Enhance global public health teaching and training programs

Enhance global
preparedness
to health threats

Recruit new talents to support
excellence in research to
identify pathogens posing a
great threat to health

Develop innovative educational activities
to train the next generation of world-class
Find cures to treat emerging infectious researchers and global health leaders
diseases such as MERS, SARS, ZIKA,
Dengue….

How your donation could help
the Pasteur Foundation Asia

Provide funding for research,
Enhance global public health teaching and training programs

Enhance global
preparedness
to health threats

Recruit new talents to support
excellence in research to
identify pathogens posing a
great threat to health

Develop innovative educational activities
to train the next generation of world-class
Find cures to treat emerging infectious researchers and global health leaders
diseases such as MERS, SARS, ZIKA,
Dengue….

Contact

Pasteur Foundation Asia
16A, Hillier Commercial Building, 65-67 Bonham Strand
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

The Council:
leo.kung@pasteurfoundationasia.org
roberto.bruzzone@pasteurfoundationasia.org
malik.peiris@pasteurfoundationasia.org
angus.forsyth@pasteurfoundationasia.org

For more information about the Pasteur Foundation Asia,
please visit our website:

www.pasteurfoundationasia.org

THANK YOU

